
Lexington Coal Company, LLC 
1051 Main Street 

Milton, WV 25541 

August 26, 2025 

 

Division of Mining and Reclamation 
601 57th St, Charleston WV 25304 

 

Re: Permit No. U001383 Show Cause No. 2411 

Dear Brittany Simons, 

Lexington Coal Company (“Lexington Coal”) received a Show Cause (SC#2411) Order from 

the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (“WVDEP Order”) regarding 

Permit Number U001383. Lexington Coal received this Show Cause Order on August 26th, 

2025. 

This WVDEP Order stated, “as required by Section 17, Article 3 Chapter 22 of the Code of 

West Virginia that the Secretary has determined a pattern of violations exists on the 

aforesaid permit and is ORDERED to show cause, if any, why the above referenced permit 

should not be suspended or revoked or request a Show Cause Hearing with the 

Department.” 

Lexington Coal has thirty days (30) from receipt of this Order, to request a hearing from the 

Secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection, by way of this letter, is 

requesting a Show Cause Hearing with the Department of Environmental Protection 

regarding SC#2411. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

___________________________________ 

Tim Sheppard, 

Environmental Compliance Coordinator 



 
 
 

Division of Mining and Reclamation 
601 57th St., Charleston, WV  25304 
Phone:  (304) 926-0490  Fax:  (304) 926-0456 

Harold D. Ward, Cabinet Secretary 
dep.wv.gov 

 
                                                                   August 18, 2025 
 

                                                                                              CERTIFIED MAIL 
​ ​ ​ ​  

Lexington Coal Company, LLC​
1051 Main St 
Milton, WV 25541​  

                                        Re:  Permit No. U001383 Show Cause No. 2411 
 
Dear Operator: 
 
         You are hereby notified that your mining operation, Permit Number U001383 for 
109.09  acre(s) near Naoma in Raleigh County, West Virginia, is or has been in 
violation of Article 3, Chapter 22 and the rules and regulations adopted thereunder as 
follows: 
 

●​ Notice of Violation 91 issued 10/16/2024 for failure to remove excess 
vegetation on the face of the impoundment so that a close visual inspection 
can be conducted. 

●​ Notice of Violation 92  issued 10/16/2024 for failure to maintain sediment 
control structures in that groin ditches need vegetation cut and weirs need 
cleaned. 

●​ Cessation Order 93 issued 01/14/2025 for failure to abate NOV 91. 
●​ Cessation Order 94 issued 01/14/2025 for failure to abate NOV 94. 

 
​ Now therefore, take notice as required by Section 17, Article 3 Chapter 22 of the 
Code of West Virginia, that the Secretary has determined a pattern of violations exists on 
the aforesaid permit and you are ORDERED to show cause, if any, why the above  
referenced permit should not be suspended or revoked.  You have thirty days from receipt 
of this Order to request a hearing from the Secretary of the Department of Environmental  
Protection to show cause why this permit should not be suspended or revoked, or request 
that a Consent Order be entered into with the Department. Please contact Brittany 
Simons, Alternative Enforcement Coordinator, at brittany.simons@wv.gov.  Failure to 
respond to this Order shall result in permit suspension or revocation and/or declaration of 
forfeiture of the bond for this permit.  Provided that a show cause hearing is requested, it 
shall be conducted by the Department of Environmental Protection.  

Promoting a healthy environment. 



​ If there are any questions, please contact me at the telephone number above.                                         
         

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
                                                                        Nicki Taylor, M.S. 
                                                                        Assistant  Director of Operations 
                                                                        DMR - Inspection and Enforcement 
 
 
 
NT/bs 
 
cc:  Chuck Scruggs, Regional Director​
​       Larry Dunn, Environmental Inspector Supervisor​
       Tim Sizemore, Environmental Inspector 
       Jamie Hopen, NPDES Enforcement Program Manager​
       Cameron Lucas, Environmental Resource Specialist 
       Kristin Arthur, MicroComputer Systems Support Specialist 



 
 
 

Division of Mining and Reclamation 
601 57th Street, Charleston, WV  25304 
(304) 926-0490   Fax: (304) 926-0456 

Harold D. Ward, Cabinet Secretary 
dep.wv.gov 

 
                                                                   August 18, 2025 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ CERTIFIED MAIL 
Indemnity National Insurance Company 
238 Bedford Way​
Franklin, TN 37064 

Re:  Permit No U001383 Show Cause No. 2411 
                                               Lexington Coal Company, LLC 
 

Surety Bond No. Amount 
N-7000636 $1,219,840.00 

                                                                                                    
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
​ This letter is to notify you, as surety who provided bond for the above referenced permit, 
that on August 18, 2025, a Show Cause Order was issued to the permittee.  From this point 
forward, the permittee will have full due process rights, including an opportunity for a hearing to 
respond to the Show Cause Order, and appeal rights should they not prevail in that hearing.  
Other resolutions are also possible in some cases, such as a Consent Order whereunder the 
permittee may make specific commitments to rectify the situation which led to the Show Cause 
Order and to prevent reoccurrence. 
 

At this point in time, there is no requirement that you respond to this agency, or that you 
take any action in this matter.  However, you are entitled to participate as an intervenor in these 
proceedings if the permittee is granted a show cause hearing.  If you have any questions please 
feel free to contact me or Brittany Simons at 304-414-1919. 
 
​                                  ​ ​ ​ Sincerely, 
 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​             ​  Nicki Taylor, M.S. 
                                                                         Assistant Director of Operations 
                                                                         DMR - Inspection and Enforcement 
NT:bs      

Promoting a healthy environment. 



SC # 2411
























































































