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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

To the citizens and taxpavers of Favette County:

The Fayette County Firefighters Association and the Fire Departments
of Fayette County would like to ask for your continued support.

The great citizens of Fayette County have continually supported the Fire
Levy since its inception in 1982. The citizens voted overwhelmingly to
support the fire services in the last general election by 89%. This was
also in conjunction with great support of the law enforcement and library
levies.

The Fayette County Commission has chosen through “Laying of the
Levies” to reduce adequate funding by over $1 million (48%) for the
Fire Service, $900k (23%) for Law Enforcement, and 10% of the
Libraries. This has never occurred in the history of the levy.

The Fire Service is extremely concerned the reduction in funding will
greatly affect life safety of the citizens and visitors of Fayette County.
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With the continued support from the citizens of Fayette County, the Fire
Levy has allowed for the following cost savings:

e [SO ratings have decreased by over 40%. ISO ratings determine
the amount homeowners and business owners pay for fire
Insurance

e Required annual testing of equipment (grouping the tests of the 16
fire departments allows for cheaper rates)

e Group purchases of equipment (grouping purchases together
allows for cheaper rates)

e Estimated $3 million of fire protection/rescue services annually
provided by VOLUNTEER firefighters at no additional cost
(responded to over 2,500 calls in 2024)

Over the last 5-10 years, the costs of apparatuses and equipment have
increased 300% in some instances. For example, a firetruck purchased
in 2020 cost $475k. The same firetruck purchased today is $750k. The
everyday operating costs have increased and continue to rise (vehicle
maintenance, insurance, fuel, etc.)

A reduction in funding will greatly impact the life safety and services
provided by the Fayette County Fire Departments. The Fire Service has
never requested an increase in funding.

The Fayette County Firefighters Association and the Fire Departments
of Fayette County ask that you attend the Fayette County Commission
meeting to be held on April 30, 2025 at 1:00 P.M. at the Fayette County
Courthouse. Please show your continued support of the Fire Service and
let your voices be heard that you have supported the Fire Levy and Fire
Departments of Fayette County for over 40 years and ask that the
Fayette County Commission do the same!
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